
MLA NEHRU MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

 

Kamla Nehru memorial hospital has got a glorious history associated with struggle 
for independence. Pandit Moti Lal Nehru, although born at Agra, was settled at 
Allahabad as a lawyer by profession. He had a strong patriotic feeling and used to 
take part in freedom movements. 

During those days, freedom fighters involved in the movement usually injured and 
for their treatment a dispensary was managed by ladies of Nehru family including 
kamala Nehru. Very soon this dispensary attained the status of a small hospital, with 
24 beds and public from surrounding area in general started coming to it. 

As Swaraj Bhawan was the main centre for activities of freedom movement, the 
British Government banned all the activities within its premises and consequently, 
the hospital too was remain closed for some time although patients were provided 
some treatment under open air at a nearby place. 

In 1932, the hospital started refunctioning and its management was shouldered by 
kamala Nehru. In 1935 Kamala Nehru fell ill and ultimately died at Switzerland. 
During her illness, out of sentiments, Mahatma Gandhi promised her to make all 
efforts to continue the hospital started by her. As Mahatma Gandhi has already 
promised kamala Nehru to establish a hospital, he made all efforts for it and on 19th 
November 1939 laid the foundation stone and ultimately inaugurated the institution 
on 28th February 1941 on the day of fifth death anniversary of kamala Nehru. As 
with the history of other institutions, the hospital had only 40 beds at that time out 
of which 24 beds were allotted for poor patients for free medical care Dr. (Mrs.) 
Satyapriya Mazumdar was the first superintendent of the hospital. Since then this 
hospital is continuously making all-round progress. In 1949, the cancer wing of the 
hospital was inaugurated by Shri C. Raj Gopalachari, the first Governor General of 
India. 

The cancer wing was further expanded and inaugurated by the then Vice President 
of India Dr. S. Radha Krishnan in 1959 and the hospital was equipped with most 
modern diagnostic and radiotherapy unit at that time and ultimately in 1994, the 
Government of india recognized kNMH as a regional cancer centre (RCC). In 1964, 



the hospital was associated with M.L.N. Medical College, Allahabad for teaching and 
clinical purpose in obstetrics and gynaecology. The hospital has also got one 
associated Kamala Nehru Memorial Rural Hospital. The Foundation stone of the 
hospital was laid by sri Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime minister of India and President 
of Kamala Nehru memorial hospital society. At this hospital, a community oncology 
section has also been established since 2003. The hospital has also been recognized 
as regional institute of mother and Child health by Government of India and Aids 
surveillance centre by National Aids control organization in 1993. 

Dr. Vatsala Samant was the medical superintendent of KNMH from 1942 to 1972. 
She was awarded Padma Shree in 1972 for her outstanding contributions. Having 
worked for a long time with her, Professor Krishna Mukherjee is Additional director 
(medical) of this institution since her retirement in 2000 as Principal and dean of 
Moti Lal Nehru medical College, Allahabad. The hospital is now known for its 
excellent health care services in the field of obstetrics and Gynaecology, 
Neonatology and Paediatrics, surgery, Pathology, microbiology, radiation, oncology, 
medical Physics and RIA, Anaesthesia, radio diagnosis and imaging. 

The department of obstetrics and gynaecology was established in 1961 at Kamala 
Nehru Memorial Hospital under the headship of Dr. V. Sawant. Postgraduation 
was started in 1965. 
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The best and worst of times 
Indian families from across the social divides describe how their lives have 
changed 

• The Guardian, Tuesday 14 August 2007 

(Excerpt) 

The Srivastavas 

By most definitions, 33-year-old Akshat Srivastava embodies the Indian dream. 
Ten years ago he left university in Mumbai with a business management degree, 
high hopes and empty pockets. He set up a leather business, importing the raw 
material from Europe. 

After two years, he got itchy feet and travelled around Hong Kong and Korea until 
he ran out of cash. He returned to India, lived with his mother, and tried and failed 
to start an airline before heading to London "on a whim" and, with a college 
friend, started an outsourcing company. "We had no money and zero experience. I 
was fresh off the boat. We'd just put on suits and go cold-calling." 

Today the business makes £1.5m a year and employs 250 people transcribing 
documents for doctors and lawyers, insurance, utility and pharmaceutical 
companies across Europe. Akshsat has made enough money to house himself, his 
mother and grandmother in a minimalist penthouse in a leafy part of Pune, one of 
India's fastest-growing cities. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian


As a boy, his exposure to the world west of India was limited to episodes of Fawlty 
Towers and whatever his American cousins would bring on visits. "We'd want to 
know what brand of shoes they were wearing. They'd bring over Hubba Bubba 
and Wrigley's gum for their poor country cousins." These days, he shuttles 
between continents. In the past, an Indian passport at a western immigration desk 
was an embarrassment. "There was a feeling of stigma about being an Indian. 
Today our confidence has grown." 

Akshat attended one of Delhi's elite public schools and, as for many upper-middle-
class Indians, English is as much his mother tongue as Hindi, the family's Indian 
language. Unlike older generations of his class, however, he chooses to speak 
Hindi with his peers. "I'm confident about speaking Hindi. In our offices we 
always speak it. It's just being yourself." Later this month, he will marry his old 
school friend, Nirupama, a corporate lawyer. The match is of their own choosing. 

While Akshat is amazed by the pace of India's economic growth, he says it has 
regressed in regard to religious tolerance. "Today the Hindu fundamentalists are so 
bold. They're not ashamed of being right-wing. There's so much hate against 
minority communities in India today." 

This was exactly what his grandmother had hoped would never happen in India. 
Vatsala Samant, now 97, was a teenager when she decided to drop out of medical 
school for a year in 1929 to join Gandhi's nonviolent protest against the British tax 
on salt. She fell under the spell of Jawaharlal Nehru, then a rising star of the 
independence movement. "I gave him my autograph book and he wrote, 'Live 
dangerously,' " she says. 

Vatsala took Nehru at his word. For the next few years she could be found either 
in jail or at the head of a protest. "When I was a girl India had a high moral 
position in the world, there were ideals: honesty, selflessness and no corruption," 
she says. "That has all gone." 

When Vatsala finally graduated she became a gynaecologist, and Nehru entrusted 
her with the running of a hospital his family had started in Allahabad. Her close 
association with Nehru and his family meant that Vatsala knew every member of 
the Gandhi clan who was prime minister: Nehru, his daughter Indira Gandhi and 
her son Rajiv. "I was treated like a member of the family." 

This family connection helped when Vatsala's daughter, Sasmeeta Srivastava, 
found herself widowed at the age of 40. Alone and with two young boys to bring 
up, Sasmeeta turned to her mother for advice and help; Vatsala rang up Rajiv, the 
then prime minister of India, and asked for a job for her daughter. Rajiv and 
Sasmeeta had, after all, grown up together in Allahabad. 

"Mummy spoke to Rajiv to see if he could give me an assignment," says Sasmeeta, 
now 63. India during that time was definitely a place where connections mattered, 
and Sasmeeta ended up chairing an Indian government agency. After Rajiv Gandhi 



was assassinated, she joined a thinktank bearing his name. 
Raekha Prasad 
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Two Alone , Two Together : Letters Betwe 
 By Sonia Gandhi, Sonia ( Ed.) 
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Foreword: 
 
Born on 19th January 1910 at Bassein, Dr. Mrs. Vatsala Samant Chowdhry had her 
early education at Bombay. She joined the Salt Satyagraha in 1929-30 and was 
jailed. She obtained MBBS and MD degrees in 1936 and 1938 respectively from 
the Bombay University. A recipient of Dr. Shirvalkar Gold Medal in Surgery, she 
was also awarded the Prince of Wales Gold Medal and the Hansraj Pragji 
Fellowship of the Bombay University in MD examination. 

After working as Assistant Honorary Obstetrician Gynaecologist at Cama Albless 
Hospital for some time, she joined the Kamla Nehru Memorial Hospital. (This was 
done after Jawaharlal Nehru called Dr. Jivraj Mehta on the telephone, asking him 
to send his best young obstetrician to the hospital named after his wife. Dr. Mehta 
summoned his ex-student, Dr. Samant and asked her to go to Allahabad. She 
readily agreed.) 

She has been the Professor and Head of the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology at the Motilal Nehru Medical College, Allahabad since 1963 and the 
Chief Investigator of Indian Council of Medical Research Work at Kamla Nehru 
Memorial Hospital since 1967. She visited America under Leaders Programme in 
1951 and is President of Association of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Allahabad 
Branch. 



She has presented papers at various national and international conferences and has 
a number of publications to her credit. 

She was awarded the Padma Shri in 1972. She was a member of the National 
Committee for celebration of the 40th anniversary of Independence and for the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary. 

The residents of Allahabad take the name of Dr. Samant with great pride and 
affection because she has been and is a leading gynaecologist in the city and has 
worked for the welfare of the masses with compassion and complete dedication. 

After completing her glorious term as Superintendent of Kamla Nehru Memorial 
Hospital, Dr. Samant joined Nazareth Hospital in 1975. She looked after and 
established the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and rendered valuable 
service for nineteen long years. 

Even at her age when most people retire she is still active professionally and is 
engaged in writing a book for make people aware about some common modern 
Obstetrical and Gynaecological problems. Indeed her commitment to work is a 
source of inspiration for the younger generation. 

Dr. Mrs. Navneeta Banerjee, Sr. Consultant (Gynaecologist), Kamla Nehru 
Memorial Hospital, Allahabad. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Vatsala Samant's name spells warmth and love for people of Allahabad. Now, 
at the age of 90, her vitality, enthusiasm and zest for life may put even the younger 
generation to shame. For 30 years of dedicated service to Kamla Nehru Hospital, 
she received the Lifetime achievement Award from Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. She has 
already been honoured with a Padmashree in 1972. Born in 1910 and educated in 
Mumbai, she left studies for one year and plunged into the Freedom Struggle with 
the Salt Satyagraha Movement. Preparing salt and picketing at foreign cloth shops 
earned her a two months jail term. She was finally released under the historic 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact. She completed her MBBS in 1936, MD in 1938 and won the 
Prince of Wales Gold Medal along with a fellowship for research. She started 
working in Mumbai, but came to Allahabad, on the call of Dr. Jeevraj Mehta 
(Chairman of the Managing Committee of Kamla Nehru Memorial Hospital), as 
the Medical Superintendent of the hospital. A skilful doctor and a compassionate 
lady she was close to Pandit Jawahar Lal and Indira Gandhi. She married an Indian 
air Force officer, Kunwar Chaudhary, in 1943. She is a prolific writer and has 
written various articles on Anand Bhawan, Rajiv Gandhi, sex education, etc. She 
often says, Teach a woman and you teach a family. 

Under Acknowledgements, she refers to her daughter, Mrs. Sasmeeta Srivastava 
and nephew Anil Chowdhry IPS and to her difficulty in hearing. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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